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St Mary and All Saints Church, Goodshaw

Environment Policy
St Mary and All Saints Church been awarded the Bronze Eco Church award, however, we are aware that we need to further embed sustainable living in church and community life in order that our environmental focus becomes habitual rather than simply seeking awards. 

We recognise that we can have an impact on the world through the choices available to us and our use of money and resources. We strive to support our Church family and the wider community in bringing about positive change and care for God’s earth. We will seek to encourage our Church community and beyond to live gently on the Earth and be prepared to challenge systematic injustice. We build upon the dedication and hard work already undertaken and seek to continue this. 
St Mary’s commits to: 
a) recognising that as Christians we are responsible for the care of God’s earth, embedding sustainability in all of our activities and reflecting on the environmental consequences of all our decision-making; 

b) making care for and restoration of the environment central to our worship and teaching;

c) reducing the impact of our buildings and our use on the environment, within the limitations relevant to our historic building; 

d) using any land around our buildings in ways which benefit the environment and the community; 

e) engaging with local and global organisations in seeking a fairer, more environmentally friendly world, and engaging with the political process at all levels to generate political action to protect and restore the planet; 

f) encouraging lifestyles both personally and as church members which reflect these aims. 

In practical terms we commit to the following action: 
Worship and Teaching
a) organise a Prayer-walk;

b) organise a Messy Church Goes Wild as part of our Messy Church programme;

c) celebrate Climate Sunday each year; 
Buildings and Energy 
a) arrange for a carbon footprint calculation of our premises to identify where improvements can be made; 

b) create an action plan to reduce our carbon emissions;

c) report progress towards carbo footprint reduction at PCC meetings;
Land and Nature 
a) establish a compost bin;

b) liaise with Civic Pride to organise a litter pick;

c) find out about Target 25;

d) consider planting hedges around edges of lower graveyard;
Community & Global 
a) to develop a plan to take action locally – lower graveyard, litter pick;

b) organise an event linked to Wild Christian, Great Big Green Week, Earth Day or Earth hour;

c) conduct an audit of church members and their current participation in community and global organisations; 

d) organise or participate in regular local walks, possible prayer walks, encouraging people to enjoy God’s earth; 

e) the toilet in our premises to be twinned under the Toilet Twinning scheme;

f) encourage church members to participate in periodic sustainability initiatives such as a Lenten carbon fast;

g) raise the profile of our commitment towards our care of God’s earth within the church family, locally and globally;  
Lifestyle 

a) sign up for A Rocha Uk’s ‘Wild Christian’ programme and where appropriate introduce aspects into church life;

b) encourage church members to calculate their personal carbon footprint by promoting/using assessment tools such as Climate Stewards, Take the Jump, Giki, WWF Footprint calculator.

Date: June 2025

We commit to undertaking these practical steps by September 2026. 

This policy will be reviewed annually.
